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Legal measure on a temporary release from prison by using Electronic
Monitoring (EM) of convicts who were sentenced to be in prison for 5
years or less. A case study restricted to the area authority of the

provincial court of Narathiwat.
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Abstract

The current study aims to investigate the legal measure on a temporary release from
prison by using Electronic Monitoring (EM) of convicts who were sentenced to be in prison
for 5 years or less. This was a case study restricted to the area authority of the provincial
court of Narathiwat. Electronic Monitoring is a device employed to curb convicts instead of
imprisonment. It comprises of a signal device which is similar to a watch or a wristband,
wearing on their wrists or ankles to track the offenders or defendants. While they are wearing
the device, it will track their steps. Nonetheless, substituting EM with bail is still
cumbersome.

The study found that the most courts merely released offenders temporarily, using
EM alone without bail. The offenders or defendants often escape and don’t intend to report
themselves to the court on schedule. Therefore, the court has to issue a warrant of arrest in
order to track offenders or defendants down, leading to the deterioration of the judicial
process and case procedure. Moreover, there is a delay in the procedure. Using EM for a
temporary release diminishes social inequity of the offenders or defenders, along with
reducing crowd in the court while waiting for the procedure. A temporary release from
prison by means of a mere EM without bail is highly risky of escaping. The laws on
temporary release without bail should be amended by requiring surety as well as the EM.
The surety should be a person who can be directly involved with the offender or the
defendant or a person who is in charge in a community and can take care of their people
such as subdistrict headmen, village headmen, chief executive of the SAO, mayor, etc.
These officials have been paid for their duty. Apart from the providing a surety, offenders or

defendants should be responsible for the expenses of EM device by putting up bail before
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the temporary release. Moreover, types of offences for allowing to have temporary release
by using EM should be restricted. Therefore, substituting EM for putting up bail decreases
social inequity of offenders or defendants, reduces crowd in the prison, lower down the
budget for taking care of offenders or defendants, and clarify the laws of temporary release.

Keywords: Temporary release, temporary release by using Electronics Monitoring, EM

Wristband, the use of EM, problems of EM, Solutions for temporary release by using EM.
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